
225 Glorious Years 2nd Battalion The 
Parachute Regiment (Special Force)

The Battalion was raised on 6 September 1797 for 
the Bombay Presidency as part of treaty with the Raja 
of Travancore as the 2nd Battalion, 5th Regiment Native 
Infantry of the Travancore Regiment. The Battalion’s 
gallant role in the storming of Madgala in the Abyssinian 
Campaign (1867-68) earned it the honour of being 
designated as a Light Infantry Regiment. 

In the First World War, the Battalion fought against the 
Turks in Mesopotamia and won laurels in action at Shaiba, 
Kut-El-Amara and Ctesiphon. In the Second World War, 
the Battalion won undying fame in the bloody assault on 
the formidable Italian fortress of Keren. Under 10 Indian 
Division in Italy, NK Yeshwant Ghadge was conferred with 
the Victoria Cross posthumously at Citta-de-Castello for 
his supreme act of valour.

The Battalion was selected for parachute duties under 
2nd Indian Airborne Division in 1946 as 3rd Parachute 
Battalion, the Maharatta Light Infantry. In 1947, the 
battalion rushed to Jammu and Kashmir to stem the 
onslaught of Pakistani forces and fought legendary battles 
at Naushera and Jhangar.

On 15 April 1952, the Battalion became part of the 
Parachute Regiment Unit and was redesignated as Second 
Battalion, the Parachute Regiment. The Battalion took 
part in liberation of Goa in 1961. In 1965 Indo-Pak war, 
the Battalion saw action in Rann of Kutch and Lahore 
Theatres. In 1971, the Battalion won the distinction of 
carrying out the first airborne assault of the Indian Army 
by paradropping in the Eastern Sector and was the first 
Indian Army unit to enter Dacca.

From 1990-1991, the Battalion served in OP HIFAZAT 
(Counter Insurgency operations) in the North East. On 
1st April 1999, the Battalion was selected for conversion 
to Special Forces. Immediately post conversion one team 

was inducted to Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) to rescue Indian 
Army Hostages held by the rebel groups. It was one of its 
kind mission conducted by any country under the UN Flag 
and was executed perfectly and all hostages were rescued 
without any casualties.

In 2006, the Battalion was inducted in J&K and during 
this period, Captain R Harshan made supreme sacrifice 
during a pivotal operation and was posthumously awarded 
the Ashoka Chakra.

The Battalion witnessed history, as it oversaw the 
peaceful formation of the newest country in the world 
when Sudan was split into Sudan and South Sudan.

The Battalion has distinguished itself in Live Situation 
Training role in North East and Jammu&Kashmir and in 
counter terrorism role at Bengaluru after 26/11 attack. 
The unit has won Three Chief of Army Staff’s Unit 
Citation, Governor of J&K Unit Appreciation, Two Army 
Cdr’s Citation and a UN Force Commander Unit Citation. 
The 427 awards won by the Battalion include one Victoria 
Cross, four Mahavir Chakras, one Ashoka Chakra, two 
Kirti Chakra, 17 Vir Chakras, 07 Shaurya Chakras, 48 Sena 
Medals and one Yudh Seva Medal. Most impressively 
the Battalion has won 25 Battle Honours and 5 Theatre 
honours, making it one of the most decorated Battalion in 
the Indian Army today.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on 2nd Battalion, the Parachute Regiment 
(Special Force) on the occasion of its 50th Poongli Day, 225th 
Raising Day and 75th Jhangar Day.
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225 Lof.kZe o"kZ f}rh; Nkrk/kkjh 
 iyVu iSjk'kwV jsftesaV ¼fo'ks"k cy½

cVkfy;u dh LFkkiuk 6 flracj 1797 dks =ko.kdksj ds jktk 
ds lkFk ,d laf/k dsa :i esa c‚Ecs çslhMsalh ds fy, dh xbZ FkhA 
ml le; bl cVkfy;u dks =ko.kdksj jsftesaV dh 5 oha jsftesaV 
usfVo bUQSaVªh ds :i esa tkuk tkrk FkkA cVkfy;u }kjk ,fcflfu;u 
vfHk;ku ¼1867&68½ esa eMxyk ij vkØe.k ds fy, ohjrkiw.kZ 
Hkwfedk fuHkkus ds ifj.kkeLo:i blus ykbV bUQSaVªh jsftesaV gksus 
lEeku vftZr fd;kA

çFke fo'o ;q) esa] cVkfy;u us eslksiksVkfe;k esa rqdksaZ ds 
f[kykQ yM+kbZ yM+h vkSj 'kSck] dqr&,y&vekjk vkSj LVslhQksu 
esa dkjZokbZ djus ds fy, ç'kalk gkfly dhA f}rh; fo'o ;q) esa] 
cVkfy;u us dsjsu ds nqtsZ; brkyoh fdys ij [kwuh geys esa vej 
çflf) çkIr dhA bVyh esa 10 bafM;u fMohtu ds rgr] ,u ds 
;'koar ?kMxs dks muds vn~Hkqr 'kkS;Z ,oa ohjrk ds çn'kZu ds fy, 
mUgsa ej.kksijkar flÙkk&ns&dslrsyksa esa foDVksfj;k Ø‚l ls lEekfur 
fd;k x;kA

cVkfy;u dks 1946 esa f}rh; bafM;u ,;jcksuZ fMohtu ds 
rgr iSjk'kwV MîwVh ds fy, rhljs iSjk'kwV cVkfy;u] egkjkVk ykbV 
bUQSaVªh ds :i esa pquk x;kA 1947 esa] ikfdLrkuh lsuk ds vkØe.k 
dks jksdus ds fy, cVkfy;u dks tEew ,oa d'ehj Hkstk x;k vkSj ogka 
ukS'ksjk vkSj >k¡xj esa vlk/kkj.k ;) yM+kA 

;g cVkfy;u 15 vçSy 1952 dks iSjk'kwV jsftesaV ;wfuV dk 
,d Hkkx cu xbZ vkSj bls nwljh cVkfy;u] iSjk'kwV jsftesaV ds :i 
esa iqu% u;k uke ,oa Lo:i fn;k x;kA cVkfy;u 1961 esa xksok dks 
eqä djkus okyh lSuk dk fgLlk FkhA 1965 ds Hkkjr&ikd ;q) esa] 
cVkfy;u us dPN ds j.k vkSj ykgkSj fFk,Vj esa viuk tkSgj fn[kk;k 
A cVkfy;u us 1971 esa iwohZ {ks= esa iSjkMª‚fiax djds Hkkjrh; lsuk 
ds igys gokbZ geys dks vatke nsus dk xkSjo gkfly fd;k vkSj ;g 
cVkfy;u <kdk esa ços'k djus okyh igyh Hkkjrh; lsuk bdkbZ FkhA

cVkfy;u us 1990 ls 1991 rd iwoksZÙkj esa vksih fgQktr 
¼dkmaVj baltsaZlh v‚ijs'kal½ dks vatke fn;kA cVkfy;u dks 1 
vçSy 1999 dks Lis'ky QkslZ esa ifjofrZr djus ds fy, pquk x;kA 
cVkfy;u dks rqjar Lis'ky QkslZ esa ifjofrZr djrs gh foæksgh xqVksa 
ds dCts esa ca/kd cus Hkkjrh; lsuk ds yksxksa dks NqM+kus ds fy, 

blds ,d ny dks fl,jk fy;ksu ¼;w,u,,e,lvkbZ,y½ esa 'kkfey 
dj fn;k x;kA 

;g la;qä jk"Vª ds >aMs ds rgr fdlh Hkh ns'k }kjk lapkfyr 
viuh rjg dk vuwBk vfHk;ku Fkk vkSj bls n{krk ds lkFk c[kwch 
vatke fn;k x;k vkSj lHkh ca/kdksa dks fcuk fdlh uqdlku ds cpk;k 
fy;k x;kA 

cVkfy;u dks 2006 esa] tEew ,oa d'ehj esa 'kkfey fd;k x;k 
vkSj bl vof/k ds nkSjku dSIVu vkj- g"kZu us ,d egRoiw.kZ v‚ijs'ku 
ds nkSjku loksZPp cfynku fn;k rFkk mUgsa ej.kksijkar v'kksd pØ ls 
lEekfur fd;k x;kA

cVkfy;u us bfrgkl curs ns[kk tc budh fuxjkuh esa lwMku] 
lwMku vkSj nf{k.k lwMku esa foHkkftr gqvk vkSj fo'o esa lcls u, 
ns'kksa dk 'kkafriw.kZ xBu gqvkA 

cVkfy;u us 26@11 ds geys ds ckn iwoksZÙkj vkSj tEew&d'ehj 
esa ltho çf'k{k.k ds nkSjku rFkk cSaxyq# esa vkradokn fojks/kh Hkwfedk 
esa Lo;a dks mR—"B fl) fd;k gSA ;wfuV rhu phQ v‚Q vkehZ LVkQ 
;wfuV lkbVs'ku] xouZj v‚Q tEew ,.M d'ehj ;wfuV vçh'kh,s'ku] 
nks vkehZ dekaMj lkbVs'ku vkSj ,d ;w,u QkslZ dekaMj ;wfuV 
lkbVs'ku çkIr dj pqdh gSA cVkfy;u }kjk thrs x, 427 iqjLdkjksa 
esa ,d foDVksfj;k Ø‚l] pkj egkohj pØ] ,d v'kksd pØ] nks dhfrZ 
pØ] 17 ohj pØ] 07 'kkS;Z pØ] 48 lsuk ind vkSj ,d ;q) lsok 
ind 'kkfey gSaA lcls çHkko'kkyh] cVkfy;u us 25 cSVy v‚ulZ 
vkSj 5 fFk,Vj lEeku thrs gSa] ftlds dkj.k ;g cVkfy;u vkt 
Hkkjrh; lsuk esa lcls lq'kksfHkr cVkfy;uksa esa ls ,d cu xbZ gSA

Mkd foHkkx nwljh cVkfy;u] iSjk'kwV jsthesaV ¼Lis'ky QkslZ½ ds 
50osa iw¡xyh fnol] 225osa LFkkiuk fnol vkSj 75osa >k¡xj fnol ds 
volj ij Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh djrk gSA
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